Earldom of Northumbria 


History of Lordship Monarchs 


Creation of the English Monarchy Alfred the Great 871-899 
Edward Elder 899-924 
Athelstan 924-939 
Edmund I 939-946 
Edred 946-955 

Edwy 955-959 

Edgar 959-975 


Edward the Martyr 
975-978 


Uhtred the Bold assembles an army from Bernicia and Ethelred 978-1016 


Yorkshire to repel an invasion from King Malcolm II of 
Scotland. He is victorious and King Ethelred rewards him with 
the Earldom of Bamburgh even though his father is still living 
and was the previous Ealdorman of Bamburgh. King Ethelred 
has Elfelm, Earl of York murdered and gives the Earldom of 
York to Uhtred thus combining the two northern Earldoms 
creating the 1st Earl of Northumbria. 


King Sweyn of Denmark successfully invades England. Uhtred 
with the other Vikings in the north submit to Sweyn. 


Sweyn’s rule of England only lasts 5 weeks and Uhtred once 


again swears allegiance to Ethelred. 
Edmund II 1016 


Uhtred has been married twice but now marries Elfgifu, Canute 1016-1035 


Ethelred’s daughter. Uhtred campaigns to defend Wessex with 
Ethelred’s son, Edmund Ironside. King Sweyn’s son Canute 
invades Yorkshire and Uhtred performs homage to him as King 
of England. Uhtred is summoned to a meeting with Canute. As 
is the custom Uhtred and his men attended the meeting without 
their swords and axes and are murdered by Thurbrand the Hold. 
Uhtred is succeeded by his brother Eadwulf Cudel as an 
Ealdorman of Southern Northumbria. Eric of Hlathir comes 
over from Norway with Prince Canute in an invasion of 
England. He is an experienced warrior of tested intelligence 
and fortune. Eric oversees the siege of London. When Canute is 
made King of England he divides it into four and appoints Eric 
as 2" Earl of Northumbria. 


There are no records of Eric after this date. He is exiled by 
Canute and returns to Norway, his homeland. 


Uhtred’s son, Ealdred avenges his father by killing Thurband. 
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Eric’s successor is Siward, 3 Earl of Northumbria, who first 
appears witnessing a charter by King Canute. Siward’s 
nickname is Digri, deriving from the Danish word for strong. 
Siward came to England with Canute. Siward confirms his 
position by marrying AElfflaed, the daughter of Ealdred, Earl 
of Bamburgh and grand-daughter of Uhtred the Bold. 

Harold I 1035-1040 
Harthacnut 1040-1042 
Siward has survived two changes to the King of England and is | Edward the Confessor 
now one of Edward the Confessor’s strongest supporters. 1042-16 

Siward with Leofric, Earl of Mercia and Ralph the Timid, Earl 
of Hereford assist the King against a rebellion led by Godwine, 
Earl of Wessex. Godwine is exiled. Siward extends his 
influence adding the shires of Northampton, Cumberland and 
Huntingdon to the Earldom of Northumbria. 


Siward is a great warrior however he dies in his bed of 
dysentery. He likens his death as that of a cow but insists at the 
end that he be dressed in his battle armour, with helmet on his 
head and his axe and shield in his hands. Siward’s son, 
Waltheof is still a child so King Edward appoints Tostig 
Godwinson (the future King Harold II’s brother) as 4" Earl of 
Northumbria, Northamptonshire and Huntingdonshire. Tostig 
had been banished from England by King Edward in 1051 but 
returned to England with force in 1052 and was accepted. 
Tostig is from southern England, is very unpopular, imposes 
heavy taxation and is tyrannical towards the Northumbrians. 


Over 200 thegns of Yorkshire descend on York and occupy the 
city. They demand Morcar, the younger brother of Edwin, Earl 
of Mercia is made 5" Earl of Northumbria. King Edward 
agrees to the demands of the rebels and makes Tostig a rebel. 
Tostig accuses his brother Harold of rebellion. Harold is eager 
to unify England so supports his brother’s exile. 

Tostig and Harald Hardrada, King of Norway land in Yorkshire | Harold II 1066 
with 300 ships. Morcar and Edwin, Earl of Mercia engage ina 
fierce battle with them. The English armies are cut to pieces. 5 
days later they are met by King Harold who has marched north 
and caught them in a surprise attack at the Battle of Stamford 
Bridge and is victorious. King Harold travels south and is 
defeated by William the Conqueror at the Battle of Hastings. 
Morcar is reluctant to engage in another battle and arrives in 
London after the Battle of Hastings. E 
William I 1066-1087 


1066 Norman Conquest- Battle of Hastings 
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Morcar is taken by William the Conqueror to Normandy as a 
hostage. William appoints Copsi, an Anglo Saxon, as 6th Earl 
of Northumbria. Copsi is only Earl for 5 weeks as he is killed 
by Osulf, son of Eadulf. His family had been Earls of Bernicia 
(between the Tweed and Tees rivers) with their seat in 
Bamburgh. 

Osulf is made 7 Earl of Northumbria but this is also short 
lived as he is killed by a brigand. 


Gospatrick, who is a relative of both Osulf and the first Earl of 
Northumbria Uhtred claims the Earldom and becomes the 

8'" Earl of Northumbria. He then offers a large amount of 
money to William the Conqueror for the Earldom of Bernicia 
confirming his position when William accepts. 


Gospatrick joins a rebellion against William the Conqueror 
with Edgar Etheling, Edwin, Earl of Mercia and Morcar. The 
rebellion fails and Gospatrick loses the Earldom which passes 
to a Fleming, Robert Comine, 9 Earl of Northumbria, and 
Gospatrick goes into exile in Scotland. 


Gospatrick returns to Northumbria with an invading army of 
Danes, Scots and Englishmen (under Edgar the Aetheling). 
Comine underestimates the invading force and rides into 
Durham with a small force and he and his men are slaughtered. 
William the Conqueror’s response was swift and brutal, later to 
be known as the “Harrying of the North”. 


Gospatrick holds Bamburgh Castle, comes to terms with 
William the Conqueror and regains the Earldom becoming the 
10 Earl of Northumbria. 


William the Conqueror again strips Gospatrick of the Earldom, 
as he had not forgiven his earlier treachery, and replaces him 
with Waltheof II, Earl of Northampton, and becomes 11" Earl 
of Northumbria. Gospatrick again flees to Scotland. 
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1081-1086 


Waltheof participates in the Revolt of the Earls. He has second 
thoughts and confesses his guilt to William the Conqueror in 
Normandy. He returns to England with William the Conqueror 
but is held in close confinement. He is tried and beheaded after 
spending a year praying and fasting. Waltheof delayed his 
beheading by keep reciting the Lord’s Prayer. The headsman 
grew impatient and took off his head after the words, “Lead us 
not into temptation” and witnesses are reported to have heard 
his severed head finish the line, “but deliver us from evil”. All 
his possessions were granted to his Norman wife Judith. 


William Walcher, Bishop of Durham, purchases the Earldom 
from William the Conqueror and becomes 12" Earl of 
Northumbria. Walcher does not use the title Earl preferring to 
be known as a Prince-Bishop. 


Malcolm III of Scotland attacks Northumbria and is largely 
unopposed by Walcher’s men. Walcher’s men also plunder the 
Northumbrians and murder the local nobility. One of Walcher’s 
key supporters, Ligulf is brutally killed along with the members 
of his household. 


This is too much for the Northumbrians and they revolt against 
Walcher and kill him. William the Conqueror gives 
Northumbria to Aubrey de Coucy together with extensive lands 
in the Midlands and Aubrey becomes 

13 Earl of Northumbria. 


With the threat of a Danish invasion de Coucy decides he does 
not like the role of Earl and resigns the position, loses all his 
lands, and leaves for his homeland of Coucy in France. 


Domesday 


William the Conqueror appoints Robert de Mowbray as 
14" Earl of Northumbria. 


Robert and his uncle, Geoffrey side with Robert, Duke of 
Normandy in a rebellion against William II after William the 
Conqueror only leaves him Normandy on his death. The 
rebellion fails but William pardons them and Robert retains the 
Earldom. 


William II 1087-1100 
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Geoffrey de Montbray, Bishop of Countances, who was given 
extensive lands by William the Conqueror, dies leaving his 
estates to Robert. This makes Robert one of the most powerful 
men in Britain. 

Malcolm III of Scotland invades Northumbria. Robert raises an 
army and meets Malcolm at the Battle of Alnwick. Malcolm 
and his son Edward are both slain. 


Robert joins a rebellion to put Count Stephen de Aumale, Earl 
of Holderness and the King’s cousin, onto the throne of 
England. Many of the supporting Barons get “cold feet” and 
Robert with Count William de Eu, Baron of Hastings were left 
exposed. Robert also seizes 4 Norwegian vessels lying in the 
Tyne. The merchant owners of the ships complain to William II 
and he commands that Robert attend the Curia Regis (King’s 
Court) to explain his actions. Robert ignores William II who 
eventually leads an army north. Robert holds up in Bamburgh 
Castle and William II lays siege. William II has a siege castle 
built next to Bamburgh Castle which becomes known as 
“Malvoisin” or “evil neighbour”. The siege comes to an end 
after Robert flees Bamburgh and is trapped in Tynemouth. He 
is captured and after being threatened with blindness Robert’s 
wife, Matilda, surrenders Bamburgh Castle which she has been 
holding on behalf of her husband. Robert forfeits the Earldom 
and is imprisoned in Windsor Castle. The Earldom is made 
vacant and the Earldom is dissolved into the Earldoms of 
Northumberland and York. 

Henry I 1100-35 
Henry, heir apparent of the Kingdom of Scotland, invades Stephen 1135-54 
England with his father King David I. As part of a negotiated 
settlement Henry is made 15'" Earl of Northumbria. Henry 
becomes part of King Stephen’s inner circle and Stephen 
organises Henry’s marriage to Ada de Warenne (daughter of 
the Earl of Surrey and grand-daughter of Henry I of France). 


Henry dies and William the Lion, his second son, becomes 
16" Earl of Northumbria while his older brother Malcolm IV 
inherits Scotland. 


William is forced by King Henry II of England to give up the Henry IT 1154-89 
Earldom of Northumbria and the Earldoms of Northumberland 
and York continue as the administration of the north and 
protection from the Scots. 
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Richard I 1189-99 
1215 Magna Carta John 1199-1216 


1215-1217 First Barons War Henry III 1216-72 


1264-1267 Second Barons War 
Edward I 1272-1307 
Edward II 1307-27 
Edward III 1327-77 
Richard II 1377-1399 
Henry IV 1399-1413 
Henry V 1413-22 
1455-1487 War of the Roses Henry VI 1422-61 1470-71 
Edward IV 1461-70 1471-83 
Edward V 1483 
Richard III 1483-5 
Henry VII 1485-1509 
The Act of Supremacy — Church of England Henry VIII 1509-47 
Edward VI 1547-53 
Mary I 1553-58 
Elizabeth I 1558-1603 
James I 1603-25 
1642-1651 English Civil War Charles I 1625-49 
Charles IT 1660-85 
James II 1685-88 
William II 1688-1702 
Anne 1702-14 

George I 1714/27 
1750-1850 Industrial Revolution George II 1727/60 
George V 1910-36 
Edward VIII 1936 
George VI 1936-52 

The title appears not to have been used for 853 years. Elizabeth II 1952- 
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